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Spring Semester 2007 
The Symphony 
Music Department 
The University of Montana 
Pre-requisite: 
MUS 325 and successful completion of Upper Division Recital Performance 
 
Instructor: Professor Maxine Ramey            E-mail: maxine.ramey@umontana.edu 
Office: Music Building 211                                                                Phone: 406-243-2155 




Course Description:  This course will study the genre of The Symphony, its development throughout 
history and some of the master works included in the medium.  The class will focus on specific 19th and 
20th century symphonic works, investigate the role of the conductor, orchestra and composer in the 
development, innovations and evolution of the genre. 
 
Course Format:  The class will meet for a two hour block with a 10 minute break.  Many of the class 
periods will be split between lecture, student presentations, and CD/DVD presentation 
5:00-5:50 Lecture 
6:00-6:50 Student Presentations/CD/DVD Presentations 
 
Attendance:  It should be understood that a class of this caliber requires regular attendance.  We have only 
14 meetings.  If you have a schedule conflict (tour, performance, required rehearsals) that might keep you 
from more than 1 of these meetings, please consider dropping the class.  2 or more missed classes will 
result in a drop of one letter grade.   
 
The Dinner Hour:  This class is being offered during the dinner hour.  I will allow food and drink in the 
class, as long as you are not late to class because you had to go get food, if the food is not noisy or messy 
and you clean up after class.  Arrive early to class if you need to microwave something.  Bring  napkins.  
Class will begin at 5:00pm. 
 
Texts:  Purchase these at the UM bookstore or go online to find new and used copies that might be cheaper.  
 
THE SYMPHONY  
by: STEDMAN | This item is Required  
0-13-880055-3 Check Amazon's Price
 
COMPLETE SYMPHONIES IN FULL SCORE  
by: BRAHMS | This item is Required  
0-486-23053-8 Check Amazon's Price
 
SYMPHONIES NOS. 8 & 9 IN FULL SCORE  
by: BEETHOVEN | This item is Required  
0-486-26035-6 Check Amazon's Price
THREE GREAT ORCHESTRAL WORKS  
by: DEBUSSY | This item is Required  
0-486-24441-5 Check Amazon's Price
 
TONE POEMS: SERIES II  
by: STRAUSS | This item is Required  




Listening: We will be listening to CD recordings and viewing DVD performances of 
selected works through out the semester.   
 
In addition, you will be required to attend the live symphonic concerts listed below.  You 
may attend the actual concert, or attend one of the dress rehearsals. 
University Symphony Orchestra: 
 March 13, 2007 7:30pm  Borodin Symphony No. 2 
 May 1, 2007 7:30pm St. Saens Organ Symphony 
Missoula Symphony Orchestra:
 March 17 & 18, 2007  Enigma Variations-Elgar 
 (Dress rehearsals-Thursday, March15 7pm; Saturday, March 17 9am) 
 April 21 & 22, 2007  Shostakovich Symphony No. 5 
 (Dress rehearsals- Thursday April, 19 7pm; Saturday, April 21 9am)  
 
 
Other Requirements:  All undergraduate students in MUS 423 will be required to attend 





Grading:  25%    Midterm Exam 
      25%   Individual Writing Assignments 
      25%   Group Term Project 
                 25%   Attendance and Class Participation 
 
*Students with Access/Special Needs: Please See the instructor 
 
Academic Misconduct and the Student Conduct Code: 
All students must practice academic honesty.  Academic misconduct is 
subject to an academic penalty by the course instructor and/or disciplinary 
sanction by the University.  All students need to be familiar with the 












(The schedule may be adjusted to accommodate guest speakers from the Missoula Symphony Conductor 
search.) 
 
January 24   
Introduction      
Chapter 1 - Antecedents of the Symphony (pp. 1 - 16);  Selected video/DVD recordings 
Chapter 2 - The Preclassical Symphony (pp. 17 - 40) 
Chapter 3 - The Classical Symphony (pp. 41 - 62) 
 
January 31   
Chapter 4 - Beethoven (pp. 63-96)     Symphony No. 5  
Guest Speaker: Darko Butorak-Director of Orchestras NAU, Flagstaff,AZ 
Guest Speaker: Joseph Henry “Thomas deHartmann: Forgotten Composer” 




February 7   Symphony No. 9    Individual Writing Project Report #1 
 
February 14   Symphony No. 9    Symphony No. 9 
 
February 21  
Chapter 5 - Schubert, Mendelssohn,  
and Schumann (pp. 96 - 122) 
       Individual Writing Project Report #2 
 
February 28  
Chapter 5-Program Music:    Richard Strauss: Till Eulenspiegels lustige Streiche 
Berlioz and Liszt (pp. 123-139)    
                           
March 7  
Chapter 5 - Absolute Music: Brahms, Tchaikovsky, Bruckner, and Dvorak, . (pp. 140 - 193) 
 
 





March 14  Brahms Symphony No. 4   Individual Writing Project Report #3
 
March 21 (Mid-Term Exam)     
 
March 28 (Spring Break) 
 
April 4  
Chapter 5 - French Orchestral Music,Franck, and Mahler. (pp. 194 - 237) Mahler No. 5 
 
April 11 The Symphony-20th Century Trends (238-335)     
 Debussy-Orchestral works     Group I Presentation 
Stravinsky 
 Guest Speaker: Anthony Spain-Musisc Director Northwest Symphony Orchestra, Seattle 
 
April 18 Stravinsky and Debussy     Group II Presentation 
 
April 25 The Symphony in the 20th Century 
   In America (pp. 350-417)    Group III Presentation 
    Copland-Hanson-Ives 
 
May 2 Corigliano Symphony No. 1    Group IV Presentation 
 
May 9  Group V Presentation     Group VI Presentation   




Individual Writing Projects 
 
Text-3 pages in length 
Include a title page, footnotes or endnotes and bibliography 
Late papers will not be accepted. 
 
1) Select a composer and discuss and overview of his symphonic production 
DUE FEBRUARY 7, 2007 
This paper will be reviewed for its spelling, grammar, punctuation and 
general writing style. When the paper is returned, you will be able to re-
write and revise your work.  A grade will be assigned to the revision. 
2) Select a symphonic conductor and discuss his or her contributions to symphonic 
literature and the history of the genre 
DUE FEBRUARY 21, 2007 
3) Select a orchestra and discuss the impact the orchestra, it’s members, 
commissions, had or has on the nature of symphonic music 
DUE MARCH 7, 2007 
 
• please visit websites of the orchestra 
• find reviews or reports of the orchestra’s performances 
• is the orchestra and its programs innovative? 
• What is the nature of its programming? 
• What is their commitment to new music? 
• What about education and outreach to the community? 
• Describe the mission of the orchestra, the length of its season 
• Report on any aspects that make this orchestra special 
• You may contact the orchestra by email or phone and interview them 
• What do you notice about their attempts at audience development? 
 
Group Presentations 
(Undergraduate Students Only) 
 
1) Select a work from the symphonic literature 
2) Present a historical overview of the composition 
3) Discuss its form, structure, innovations 
4) Discuss its place music history as a master work, or significance as an influential 
composition to other composers 
5) Prepare a discography of available recordings 
6) Prepare a bibliography and outline of the presentation for each member of the 
class 
7) Play portions of the symphonic work. You many use any recorded medium.  
Historical recordings are encouraged. 
 
Graduate and Honors College Projects 
 
Graduate students will select a topic* (Symphonic work, composer, conductor, orchestra 
or another appropriate topic), prepare a term paper and present it during the “Graduate 
Research Presentation Hour”.  This event will be held during one of the 2:00pm 
Afternoon Recital Hours and will be open to all faculty and students. 
 
  Term Paper: Title page, minimum 8 page body, footnotes, bibliography 
  Rough draft of paper due: April 6, 2007 
  Due date: Final paper will be due: May 9, 2007 
  Presentation date: TBA 
 
*Approved by Professor Ramey 
 
